7 April 2009

Ambassador Martin Uhomoibhi
President

Human Rights Council

Geneva, Swizerland

hrcpresidency1@ohchr.org
Cc:  Meena Ramkaun

HRC Secretariat

Geneva, Switzerland

hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org

Dear  Mr. President,
We the undersigned organizations and individuals would like to nominate Professor  Charlotte Bunch for the position of United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its Causes and Consequences.

Professor Bunch is an internationally recognized author, academic, advocate, and organizer who has been active in women’s rights and human rights movements for four decades. Her conceptual work on women’s human rights, and in particular on violence against women as a human rights issue helped to lay the ground work for the establishment of this mandate in 1994.  She is perhaps best known for her critical leadership in developing a global campaign at the 1993 UN World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna that led to the recognition of women’s rights as an integral and indivisible part of human rights in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action. Her book Demanding Accountability: The Global Campaign and Vienna Tribunal for Women’s Human Rights documents this work and is a valuable resource on seeking human rights redress for violence against women.
Charlotte is a Distinguished Professor in the Women’s and Gender Studies Department, Faculty of Arts and Sciences at Rutgers’ University, the State University of New Jersey, where she teaches on issues of gender and human rights, as well as on women and international development.   She has written extensively and edited numerous publications on women’s human rights and violence against women, in a wide range of locations from UN publications to academic and professional journals to major popular media outlets.  Many of her essays have become classics in the field and have been translated into over a dozen languages.  Further, she translates complex conceptual ideas into pragmatic approaches and policies that can be adapted to differing local contexts.  

Charlotte founded and has been the Executive Director of the Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL) at Rutgers University since 1989.   She has led the Center in building an international network of women’s rights advocates through holding Women’s Global Leadership Institutes and Strategic Conversations on a wide range of issues.  The Center has been an advocate for women’s rights at the UN in various venues including the Human Rights Council, the Commission on the Status of Women and at a number of UN World Conferences.  It has hosted the development of many initiatives and activities on women’s human rights, such as the creation of an International Coalition on Women Human Rights Defenders.  In 2008, Charlotte organized a strategic meeting at Rutgers on Next Steps for Global Strategies for Work on Violence against Women attended by regional and international women’s rights and human rights organizations.

One of the internationally known initiatives that originated at CWGL is the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence Campaign, a global campaign that highlights the links between violence against women and human rights.  Charlotte strategically brought together members of women’s and human rights organizations to initiate this in 1991, and it has since been embraced by many UN agencies and governments as well as major civil society organizations in about 160 countries. 
Charlotte is a recipient of many awards including the 2002 Women Who Make A Difference Award by the International Women’s Forum and the 1999 Eleanor Roosevelt Award for Human Rights by President Clinton.  She has served as consultant in many UN bodies and recently served on the Advisory Committee for the Secretary General’s 2006 Report to the General Assembly on Violence against Women.     
Charlotte’s expertise on violence against women, her active involvement in promoting universal rights for all, and her long-term working relationships with many civil society groups not only in the US, but in all regions has strengthened women’s human rights advocacy globally.  But it is her vision of what is needed next and her collaborative manner of working that has been  key to the success of her endeavors and that particularly well qualifies her for this position.  Considering her significant contributions over the years in international efforts to eliminate violence against women, we can think of no better qualified to be the next UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its Causes and Consequences.    
Sincerely,  
Asia – Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum Asia), International Women’s Rights Action Watch, Asia Pacific
Europe - Rosa Logar, Manager, Women Against Violence Europe (WAVE)
France - Marieme  Helie Lucas, founder, Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML)
Iran - Mahnaz Afkhami, President and CEO, Women’s Learning Partnership (WLP)

Italy – Monica Lanfranco, Marea, Feminist Review
Philippines – Isis International, Manila

United Kingdom - Southall Black Sisters
United States – Women Thrive

Serbia –Women in Black, Belgrade

Switzerland - Espace Femmes International
Switzerland - Edmee Ollagnier, University of Geneva, Switzerland

Zimbabwe – Nyaradzai Gumbonsvanda, General Secretary, World YWCA

